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Companies sued over costly design flaws at Adelanto prison

By Joe Nelson, The Sun

Posted: 05/13/15, 6:30 PM PDT | Updated: on 05/13/2015

0 Comments

San Bernardino County has sued two architectural engineering firms hired for the High Desert Detention Center expansion project in Adelanto,
alleging design flaws threatened to significantly delay the project and inflated the project budget by $16 million.

In a lawsuit filed May 1 in San Bernardino Superior Court, the county maintains the setbacks could have cost the county a $100 million grant from
the state for the expanded jail project.
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The county is seeking $13.6 million in damages from Missouri-based HOK and Pasadena-based Jacobs Engineering Group, formerly Carter &
Burgess Inc.

“In violation of their duty of care, HOK and Jacobs negligently and carelessly performed their work under the HOK agreement and Jacobs agreement,
thereby proximately causing substantial delays and setbacks to the project,” the lawsuit says.

The county entered into a contract with HOK in November 2006, and HOK subcontracted with Jacobs Engineering in January 2007 to assist with the
design of the expanded county jail. In December 2010, the county hired Washington state-based Lydig Construction to complete the jail expansion
and upgrades at a cost of $90.9 million.

Lydig quickly noticed design flaws with the smoke control systems, which reportedly were not to code. HOK and Jacobs went back to the drawing
board and returned multiple times with deficient designs, according to the suit. In October 2012, the state Fire Marshal’s Office found “numerous
design deficiencies, which HOK again attempted to address in January 2013,” the lawsuit says.

Lydig told county officials that the needed fixes would push the project completion date to August 2014 - seven months after the Jan. 31 deadline to
finish the project without losing the $100 million in state funding. Furthermore, the project revisions increased its tab by $16 million, the lawsuit said.

The county hired another company to come in and fast-track the project, and it was completed on time.

Representatives at HOK and Jacobs Engineering did not return telephone calls Wednesday seeking comment.

In April 2014, the county Board of Supervisors authorized county counsel to sue HOK and Jacobs, and the county has been in settlement talks with
the defendants ever since.

County spokesman David Wert said the negotiations have been amicable and are still underway. He said the filing of the lawsuit was just a safeguard
should negotiations between the county and the defendants break down. But as of now, Wert said, negotiations are going smoothly.

According to the suit, the county has agreed to suspend legal proceedings for 180 days in order to complete mediation talks.

“The filing of this lawsuit does not represent a breakdown in talks with the defendants, an attempt to put any pressure on them, or any escalation in
hostilities,” Wert said in an email. “The county is still in discussions with the defendants and the county’s only interest is in recouping the money.
The filing of the lawsuit happened at this time out of time considerations.”

FROM AROUND THE WEB
selected for you by a sponsor

Ex-Microsoft Exec Looks to Turn
Wall Street on its Head
Yahoo! Finance

If You Own A Home, You're In For
A Big Surprise
Bills.com

You're In For A Major Surprise If
You Own A Home
Lendage.com

Enter your name and state, brace
yourself. You'll be surprised about
what info is…
Instant Checkmate

Strange New Craze Stops People
Needing To Buy A New Computer
Comments for Tech News

Forget Googling them, this site
reveals all. Simply enter a name
and state of anyone…
TruthFinder

Make-up artist reveals best Eyebrow product of 2015 Wunderbrow on Health&Style
Do Not Buy A New Computer..Until You Read This Crazy Story Comments for
Tech News

Rare Photos Reveal A Different Side Of News Anchors Than You Already
Know Dunzo
35yo genius speaks 11 languages - his 11 hacks to learn any language! Babbel
‘Grateful Doe’ Is Identified 20 Years After Road Trip Death The New York Times
People in Heavy Credit Card Debt May Not Know This Bills.com

2 killed in separate San Bernardino shootings within first 3 days of new year
Man shot outside Mimi’s Cafe in San Bernardino
Tamale festival this weekend in San Bernardino
2 injured in crash driving away from shooting in San Bernardino
Man found dead in San Bernardino clothing donation bin is identified
Man accused of fatally shooting San Bernardino man pleads not guilty

http://www.sbsun.com/government-and-politics/20140422/design-flaws-at-adelantos-high-desert-detention-center-spur-litigation
http://healthandstylemag.com/brow3/index-adv-y.php?aid=116&sub=OBDesktop28&tour=us
http://track.turboyourpc.com/55d7550e7c910/supertech1025?Turbo%20-%20Relaunch%20%28US%29%20/&834544/&Outbrain/&utm_content=fd4be&sid1=834544
http://www.dunzo.net/3_d_News_Anchors_US_DU_2?utm_source=3_d_News_Anchors_US_DU_2&utm_medium=50020307&utm_campaign=News_Anchors&utm_term=3&utm_content=834544
https://go.babbel.com/engmag-a54-vid-bv15-lucalanguages-usa-ob/1_usa_out_cd?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=CON&utm_campaign=cd_engall_gen_cus_lucalanguages&utm_term=834544
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/12/us/grateful-doe-is-identified-20-years-after-road-trip-death.html?WT.mc_id=2016-JANUARY-OUTBRAIN_AUD_DEV-0101-0131&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=AUDDEVREMARK
http://www.bills.com/the-secret-to-resolving-credit-card-debt?utm_source=outbrain&utm_adgroup=desktop&utm_term=receipt17k.png_People%20in%20Heavy%20Credit%20Card%20Debt%20May%20Not%20Know%20This_desktop&utm_publisher=834544&utm_medium=display
http://www.sbsun.com/general-news/20160104/2-killed-in-separate-san-bernardino-shootings-within-first-3-days-of-new-year
http://www.sbsun.com/general-news/20160106/man-shot-outside-mimis-cafe-in-san-bernardino
http://www.sbsun.com/lifestyle/20160108/tamale-festival-this-weekend-in-san-bernardino
http://www.sbsun.com/general-news/20160109/2-injured-in-crash-driving-away-from-shooting-in-san-bernardino
http://www.sbsun.com/general-news/20151230/man-found-dead-in-san-bernardino-clothing-donation-bin-is-identified
http://www.sbsun.com/general-news/20160111/man-accused-of-fatally-shooting-san-bernardino-man-to-be-arraigned

